
With lots of enthusIasm al d dbnw gre<l~e. members of SCWDC and :,upponivt: local ll1'talkJ 
a used rope tow on ahin M(1unt,1in that was p nycr LI by <wold lruck mar r :ollie! ~ha, I . 

rgalllrCltIons like th· I31ackwiller CivIC A$'(,cidtlon and Davis Ski Club Council, allln~ \11th 
local btl int: smen find CItizens like Belmont C1e-aver. EJ Filler, Ralph Good, Jim Meyer. \\'LlhJlI\ 
Mill r, and Gerald Parks. supported the conCert and develnrnlt:nt of the fledgling ill.11I tr\ 
( ounesy David F. Strahm.) 
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R,II,.:rr "R~)b" Barton developed ,Inti 
1.240-, It rope [Ow In 1955 to mak, 
lit' t1w Mason-Dixon Line. In J'lnu.lri 
I <l~.lll. hI; W~is Kll)b kl Area \\.1 

kl lfL'n. (Cl)Llrtesy John Lutz.) 

Bd"rt: skiing co-me to Cma<u\ Vall 
It IW as s,.ll11elhing th8t g,)t on Pili 

'Il' .\y. nllt to tll.!? 'now. Today, 1\ I' h. 
hdlc.:' C 1hat in 1955, tbi- rap' 1'1\\ \\ 

,latL'-' f-the-r n t chnokgy rhill 111 1\ 

hI the [OJ) of rhe mount in. B. rh," 
dl.llr lifr:. aniv d In the valle In,ll 
a 111<'[ 0\ histi aced mean )1 j;( 'III 

,It 'I c. (Cnunes ' John Lut:.) 



X' IllJ 'uppnr! ivc I", .I!.' lIl'talll'd 
lin l,ld truck 111,,1,,1' .1\1,1 ch:J'~1 

\'l~ Ski Club Council ..J1,II1l:: with 
. R,tll'h (luod. .lim 1\ k\l'r. William 
'l'U1enl "i the:: flnlg] in~ indusrr 

',h·rt "Boh" Barron devebped and mamlged {he WeIss Knob Ski An:<J,. Bflrton imtallt:d <I 

:il'·loot rope row in 1955 In make ready for cll~wmer:; at t hb first commercial ski an:a south 
Ithl Mason·Dlxon Line. In January 1956, the fIrSt oifichll ski week at Wei:;:; Knob Ski Are2 
,:.111. The Weiss Knob Ski Ari:<1 W<'l:- the l'redec<.:io~or tLl the I're,cl1hlny Canaan Valley Rc;,nrt 
inC;!. (COline5\' John LlItz.) 

;ti·rl skiing c,lIne III Can~l<In Valley. a mpe 
."1' 'Sa;, ~Oll1et h Ing that got one· LllIt Il th 

'11'. nor r() the ~n()w. Today, J.t is h,1rJ to 

-Ii," e that in 1955, I his rope to)W \Va;, the 
lill -111-the'8rt technology that moved skiers 
.1 rll.' top of the !l11)UnlaI n. By the earl,' 1970s. 
·h.l1tltits arrived in lhl:' valley llnJ provided 
milT.' sophisticated meam of getting up th", 

1,,<.: (Courte~y John Lu[z.) 
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Ed Filler, at (ar left, W,\S <l loefll busll1essmnn who encouraged the growth of the ski illl!lJ'H\ '1\ 

CM\;):m Valley's abin Mountain, He was th,: chairman of rhe Blackwater Civic A, S\l 1,1111,"' 

Ski .oopcr, tion omminee and probably \ , ~ lll1t: of the few local people who had "~;kl" In III 
vocabulary, Filler h d r ceiveJ ski training while in the mlnY. 

With ~kiin ' in C\m~1an Valle\' 
camC C\ va fiery oj apre" ~k i eWIlI, 
onnc rc I wil h the spOrt. Dunol: 

Wmter Carnlv,,1 (e"I:IVltLeo, whf 11 
hcgall Il1 \1)55, a,;snc.lared event, 
includeJ a p. ra,de, torch light ,kl1ll~o 

ice sbling, and a lall)!l1 ra '111 

COSrullk'. he Snowball Danet: IVol­

held ,1t rhe DaVIS High S ho I , III, 

With the crowning of a carnival 
queen. Sunday morning brough, d 
blessmg 01 the kis;}r St. VeroTii :1'­

Catholic hurch 10 Da\'is. 
(Co\lrtesy Jllhn LutZ.) 

WOOD 

KNOT 
Forty Ye 

hiS early phot\.lgraph W~IS wk n I . 1 ~l, 

,1.1Ilgerou and import:oll1l Jobs in rll' 1" 
1..11"11 J from early large- and m:1Il·'I,dl 

"llll'r members ( ( rhe logging fl:\\, (.1 ( 1 

\\'Ill'n Lhe del 's work b 'gall. t alm,kT 

til where the men were I 11111 kl~. 1 k 
allllnals to ",kid" the log. 10 the 111l1!. bI" \eloped. hl)p's rl~m::dlleJ ad, 1')1<],,1 
l,·1 Fore,tSero'i-'. onongahlll;, 


